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The Prompter. 





Oderunt peccare Bonz, Virtutis Amore. 
| The Good, by Love of Virtue led, 
Thence, ev'ry evil Ation, dread. 
. Hor. 





FRIDAY, JUNE 18. 1736. 





To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


SIR, London Fune 15, 1736. 

@WAS in Company the 
&@ other Night, where, among 
many Things, it was ai- 
ferted, that Moratiry, 
and other Syftems of Know- 
ledge, while they continued 
only Speculative, and were 
} not reduced into written 
Law, were of lefs intrin- 
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© fick Worth, than thofe other Rules for Behaviour, 
‘ that were inforced by publick Appointment. Ob- 
‘-ferving the Gentleman who determined (0 pofitively, 
‘ was one of aconfufed Head, but an Oracle in his 
‘own Opinion; I contented myfelf with faying, 
‘that Government, with refpe& toa Nation, was 
‘ very different from Goverzment, with refpect to 
* one’s felf ; and that Politicks, asa Science, had but 
* little Refemblance with Politicks, as it referred to 
 publick Adminiftration. 
‘ was unwilling to part with me, without an abfolute 


My Antagonift, who 


' Conceffion from me, infifted upon what he had 
‘afferted, and ftriking his Hand upon the Table, in 
‘avery fierce, argumentative Manner, {wore, that 
‘ PoLiticks, was PoLiricks,and GOVERNMENT, 





‘was GOVERNMENT. I told him he was very 

‘much inthe right, and thet no one could contradict 

‘ what he faid ; and having liftned with great Patience 
to {ome more Obfervations of the like Nature, and 
fupported with the fame Weight of Argument, 
took my Leaveof the Company. 


© WHEN I came Home, after having fufficiently 
diverted myfelf with reflecting on thofe Characters, 
that affect to be fixgularly Wife, and efteem them- 


felves happy, if they can make any Aflertion no-_. 


body will either fecond, or cohtradict ; | began to 
confider Politicks, as it refers to ourfelves, and 
Country, and think it would not be amils, to mark 
out the Diftinction. 


© As it refers to ourfelves, it may be called Mo- 
RALITY ; as it refersto our Country, GovERN- 
MENT. 


‘ Mora.iry, is the Knowledge of one’s felf, one’s 
own juft Place and Proportion, with refpect to 
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every other Man, to one’s Family, one’s Country, 
all Mankind, the whole Univerfe, and the great 
Maker, and Director of all. 


‘ GOVERNMENT, is an Art of forming Men into 
fuch an Order, as oftentimes will make the veryeft 
Rogues, act like Heroes. It isan Art, (to define it 
at once) of OUTWARDLY CONTROULING SELF, 
and FORMING IT TO A MORE PUBLICK IN- 
TEREST. 


* NEITHER is RELIGION, as it ftands with Go- 


‘ vernment, to be confounded with RELIGION, as 
© a Partof Morality. 
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© RELIGION, as it ftands with Government, is a 
FORM OF WORSHIPPING GoD, ESTABLISHED 
BY THE Pustuick. It is an ACKNOWLEDGE- 
MENT paid by the Pusiick, of its Dependance 
upon Gop, and isnot only Just, and NoBLE, but 
neceflary: It isa FENcE againft all the wild extra- 
vagant WHIMs in RELIGION, the Igwsrant MANY 
would otherwife be fubjec to. 


© RELIGION, asa Part of Morality, isa Confci- 
oufnelsof a fuperior Being, and an Acknowledge- 
ment of him, (not expreit by any outward Act) 
in doing what is Honeft and Good. 


© GOVERNMENT, has this Advantage of Mora- 
LITY, that it influences Nations; and the other, 
but a few good Men. But then it is forced to have 
recourfe to Rewards, and Punifhments, which 
Morality makes no Ufe of. 


“Ir is the fame in the Cafe of Religion, as it 
{tands with Government. ‘The Hopes of Heaven, 
and the Fear of Hell, work more on the Minds of 
the MANy, thanreal Devotion. But tlie truly Re- 
ligious, the moral Worfhipper of the Divinity, has 
no private Views, nor fe/fijh Fears. 

* IN GovERNMENT, Laws for the Punifhment 
of evil Subjects, and for rewarding good, are 
indifpenfably neceflary, and its chief Support. 


*© In Morairy, as it refers to our Behaviour to 


* each other, the Notion is ridiculous, and if a mo- 
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ral Man thould fay, he expected to be rewarded, 


* or punifhed, for complying with, or difobeying 


* the 









































€ the Rules of Morality, otherwife than in the Juftice, 
€ of Injuftice of it, he would a& contrary to the 


© Principles he protefies. 


© GovERNMENT wifely {uppofes Mankind equal- 
¢ ly good and evil; andy confequently, provides Laws 
© adapted to that Suppo ition. 


~*- MORALITY, Which fone but good and excellent 
© Men make the Standard of their Actions, can 
© therefore have no Occafion for any Law, for the 
© Punifhment of evil Actions; and a good Man, 
© will not be bought to a good Action. 


© THe Wifdom of GovERNMENT, is Pottcy, 
© and contfifts in the Knowledge of Men. 


‘ THe Wifdom of Moratrry, is TRuTH, and 
© confifts in a Knowledge of Right, and Wrong. 


€ Tue higheftEnd of GovERNMENT, and its 
© Poxicy in difpenfing its Rewards,and Punifhments, 
© is tomake Men act, as if they were really moral. 


© Tre higheft End of Mora.iry, isto make Men 
© obferve their true Place and Proportion, in the 
© abovementioned Relations. 


¢ Tuus, the Syfem of GovERNMENT, is ne- 
© ceffary, andthe Theory of Mora.rry, good. 


© I thought 2 comparative Oppofition of publick, 
© and privateGovERNMENYT, might be no difagree- 
< able Speculation, and have therefore ventured to 
¢ give you my particular Sentiments on each. 


Iam, Sir, 


Tour’s, Morws. 


THe Conclufion to which this Gentleman has 
brought his two Syftems, viz. that the one is xece/- 
fary, and the other good, is where I join Iffue with 
him fincerely. 

THe KnoWledge of one’s felf, which is the Bafis of 
Morality, is the moft difficult Thing to be attained, 
unlefs we diveft ourfelves of the ftrongeft Byafs. of 
human Nature, Se/f-/ove, without which, we fhall 
never fix our own juft Eftimation, or form a right 
Notion of ourfelves. 


SELF-LOVE, hinders that Impartiality of Fudge- 
ment, which determines our Opinion of other Men, 
and is no lefs neceflary in fixing the true Value of 
ourfelves. Paffion, is never clear-fighted; and Se/f- 
dove, the moft infinuating, as well as ftrongeft of 
Paffions, where tis fuffered to {pread beyond its due 
Proportion, can be no proper Temper for forming 


true Judgments. 


To come at a true Knowledge of ourfelves, the 
beit, and only Way, is to confider ourfelves in that 
Light, in which Providence looks upon us. 


Provipence, looks upon every Man, as one I#. 


dividual, among innumerable Individuals. In the 
Eye of Providence, the poor Man makes as valuable 
a Figure, as the Prince furrounded by Guards, and 
vetted with thehigheft Advantages of Life. 


Ir has been queftioned by fome very great Men, 
whether it be poffiblz to think dif/paffioxately of our- 
felves, or to transfer that Love, each Man naturally 
has, to the Whole of Mankind. ‘Thegeneral Currency 
of Opinion, is againft it, and Philanthropy, has b2en 
treated as chimerical, when it goes fo far, as to make 
a Sacrifice of our own Love, neceflary. However 
that may be, it is certain; an Over-valuation of Self, 
can not be fupported. To have no View, but what 
relates immediately to Self ; todo no one thing, un- 
lefs it-conduces to that Point of View, is no’ver 
pretty Picture of the human Mind. In the mot 
trifling Purchafe we make, we examine well, if it 
equals the Value we give for it, and if any Perfon 
over, or under-rates ic, we equally laugh at his Folly. 
How much more cautious therefore ought we to be 
in rating ourfelves, fince from the Value we fix, we 
fhall behave to others, and if overfway’d by Love to 
SELF, we think our Worth greater than it really is ? 
how ridiculous muft we appear tothofe, who having 
no fuch Bya/s in their Opinion of us, efteem us but 
AS WE ARE? The Owl’s Defcription ia the Fable 
of her Young, is no more prepofterous, than each 
Man’s thinking the deft of himfelf; and Mankind 
would be as little unjuft, in not paying that regard to 
us, we expect, asthe Eagle was, who not findlin the 
Beauty of her new Ally’s Offspring, an{werable to 
the Character fhe had giventhem, deftroyed them. 


Moratirty therefore, which depends upon a true 
Knowledge of Self, of one’s juft Place and Propor- 
tion, gc. and (as my Correfpondent juftly obferves) 
can only lodge in the Breafts of a few good and ex- 
cellent Men, tho’ nobler in itfelf, will be of lefs pub- 
lick Utility to the Bulk of Mankind, than Govern- 
es: or written Law, fupported by executive 

ower, 


To conclude this Subject, as averfe as Iam to 
Self-love in particular, pufhed to too great an Excel, 
I think a good Opinion of human Nature in general 
commendable. 1| can’t fee either the Pleafure, or Ad- 


vantage, 3 painting Mankind after that aig | 


Original, AHOO, the uglieft, dirtieft, and mo 

detefted Animal, Imagination can form to itfelf; or 
why, (as another Authogridicules the late Earl of 
Shaftesbury for it) it fhou’d bean Abfurdity, to expec 
Goodnefs iz the human Species, as we do a {weet Tafte 
in Grapes, and China Oranges {I {ee nothing in mylelf, 
of thofe filthy Characterifticks of the above Crea- 
ture: he that does feel it in his, will be apt to regulate 
all his Actions by it, and Mankind would become 
the moft contemptible of Creatures. For my Part, 
I am better pleated, to contemplate human Nature, 
in that of the Houyhabums, and it feemsto be no im: 
poflibility, to be in Truth and Natwre, what Rea- 


fon comprehends, D 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
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